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Scaffolds
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What Is A Scaffold?

An elevated, temporary work platform

Three basic types:

ü Supported scaffolds -- platforms 
supported by rigid, load bearing 
members, such as poles, legs, frames, & 
outriggers

ü Suspended scaffolds -- platforms 
suspended by ropes or other non-rigid, 
overhead support

ü Aerial Lifts -- ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ȰÃÈÅÒÒÙ ÐÉÃËÅÒÓȱ ÏÒ 
ȰÂÏÏÍ ÔÒÕÃËÓȱ
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Hazards
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ÅFalls from elevationïcaused 
by slipping, unsafe access, and 
the lack of fall protection

ÅStruck by falling tools / debris 

ÅElectrocutionïfrom overhead 
power lines

ÅScaffold collapse - caused by 
instability or overloading 

ÅBad planking giving way

Åwww.osha.gov/SLTC/scaffolding/i
ndex.html

Employees working on scaffolds are 

exposed to these hazards:
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Fall Hazards

·While climbing on or 
off the scaffold

·Working on unguarded 
scaffold platforms

·When scaffold 
platforms or planks fail
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Falls may occur:
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Protecting Workers from Falls

·Guardrails, and/or

·Personal Fall Arrest 
Systems (PFAS)
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If a worker on a scaffold 
can fall more than 10 
feet, the following must 
be provided:
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Install along open sides & ends 

Front edge of platforms not 
more than 14 inches from the 
work, unless using guardrails 
and/or PFAS

Top rails - 38 to 45 inches tall 

Midrails halfway between  
toprail and platform

Toeboards at least 3-1/2 inches 
high

Guardrails
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Personal Fall Arrest Systems (PFAS)

You must be trained how to properly use PFAS

PFAS include anchorage, lifeline and body harness.
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¸ Can use PFAS instead of guardrails 
on some scaffolds

¸ Use PFAS & guardrails on 
suspension scaffolds

¸ Use PFAS on erectors and 
dismantlers where feasible 
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Fall Protection Requirements

The ends of this scaffold 
are not properly guarded
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