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 Its spring and with bud swell comes the first 
pest of the season, the grape flea beetle.  This metallic 
steel blue or greenish blue beetle is about 3/16 of an 
inch long and can do serious damage to the flower 
buds, while they are still in the swollen stage. The 
threshold used to determine if there is need for 
intervention with a spray is at 5 % bud damage, when the buds are just beginning to 
swell. They chew holes in the ends and sides of the buds damaging the developing flower 
within.  Once the buds begin to open the threat to the developing flower within 
diminishes.   

 Female beetles lay eggs mainly under loose bark on 
the grape vine.  Larvae hatch and begin feeding on 
developing grape leaves.  Damage by the larvae and adults 
feeding on the young leaves is usually spotty and not severe.  
 Adults can be seen on canes and buds on warm sunny 
days in April and May.  Flea beetle damage is often 
concentrated in vineyard borders and near wooded or brushy 

areas.  Spot treatment may be all that is needed to control this pest.   
 
Control recommendations see: Midwest Commercial Small Fruit and Grape Spray Guide 
2005.  http://www.ag.ohio-state.edu/~sfgnet/. Pesticides recommended are Sevin and 
Danitol. 


